The effects of oral morphine and buprenorphine on autotomy following brachial nerve sections in rat.
This study assessed the relationship between autotomy and opioid systems following brachial nerve sections in the rat. Morphine, buprenorphine and/or naloxone were self-administered orally to rats following nerve sections. Oral morphine and buprenorphine increased the severity of autotomy. Naloxone alone had no effect, but reversed oral morphine effect on autotomy. These results suggest that mu-receptor activation by morphine and buprenorphine can increase the severity of autotomy.